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Ihe  Commtitce  on  Tonperance  have  fulfilled  the  duty 
t?nposcd  on  them  and  report  as  follows  : — 

The  task  is  a  responsible  and  tllfiiciilt  one  :  Oil  the 
one  hand  is  the  danger  of  fiiiling  to  acconipH.-h  ail  that 
mavbe  attahiable  ;  on  the  other  tlie  risk  oCrctardin-::  ini- 
provemcnt  by  premature  or  impraetieabie  eubrl. 

No  visionary  or  spe<'uhitive  spirit  moves  us  ;  nor  have 
tlie  intelligent  and  conselentious  advocates  of  the  T<  lal 
Abstinence  cause  surrendered  tliemselvt s  tu  the  m.ro 
impulses  ot  feeling  in  the  work  they  liave  undertaken. 
They  have  calmly  surveyed  the  evil  that  demands  re- 
dress ;  deliberately  and  cautiously  examined  the  means 
fur  cheeking  and  eradicating  it  ;  patiently  and  maUircly 
pressed  onward  in  the  work  of  practical  impro\ement. 

The  history  of  the  Temperance  movement  in  Nova 
Scotia,  and  the  Journals  of  this  House  alike  attest  this 
trutli.  Twenty  years  have  passed  since  the  power  of 
union  was  invoked  for  the  suppression  of  Intem[ter- 
ancc,  and  individuals  for  that  object  iln-t  organized 
themselves  into  t^ocieties.  \n  that  lime  the  cause  liai 
been  urged  upon  tlie  public  with  wlial  pov.cis  of  reyson 
and  pe  uasion  the  societies  could  command  ;  and  some 
improvements  in  tho  law  have  been  sought  from  the 
legislature:  now,  at  the  end  of  so  lon,5  a  time  have  tlio 
organized  advocates  of  Temperance  for  the  first  time 
united  to  ask  for  the  interposition  of  a  legislulive  enact- 
ment of  a  radical  nature. 
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Kqually  in  the  Legislature  has  pPGcipilancy  been 
avoided.  It  is  four  years  since  cfTorts  by  notice,  resolu- 
tion, or  bill,  have  annually  been  made  in  thir  liouse  for 

the  separation  of  the  retail  liquor  trade  from  the  sales  of 
groceries  and  other  articles,  and  the  abolition  of  the  law 
under  which,  in  the  city,  grocery  stores  are  permitted  to 
1)0  dram  shop — for  rendering  more  effective  the  legal 
enactments  against  the  illicit  retailer — and  for  pecuniary 
aid  for  the  diffusion  of  temperance  principles  by  means 
of  Lecturers.  The  small  measure  of  success  that  attend- 
ed these  applications  was  submitted  to  with  respectful 
forbearance  ;  and  to  avoid  occasion  of  personal  or  party 
offence,  in  few  instances  vrere  the  names  on  the  divisions 
tliat  occurred  in  this  house  journalized. 

Petitions  bearing,  as  we  are  informed,  from  17,000 
to  20,000  signatures  have  been  referred  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  committee  by  your  Honourable  House.  As 
far  as  we  have  any  knowledge,  and  our  information  on 
the  point  is  not  inconsiderable,  these  petitioners  are  per- 
sons of  mature  age  and  competent  capacity,  and  com- 
prise individuals  of  the  Jiighest  respectability  and  intelli- 
gence in  almost  every  section  of  the  Province.  Among 
them  are  a  large  number  of  females  wlio  address  you  in 
a  lone  of  eloquence  and  feeling  well  justilied  by  tho 
occasion,  and  the  relation  they  bear  to  the  subject.  For, 
unhappily,  it  is  one  which,  if  it  furnish  an  extensive  field 
lor  the  deliberations  of  the  moralist  and  social  econo- 
mist, is  one  also  that  touches  the  affections  at  their 
inmost  springs ;  and  as  none  feel  the  desolations  of  Intem- 
perance as  they  are  felt  by  woman,  so  can  no  advocate  for 
redress  be  more  appropriate  than  she. 

The  petitioners  ask  you  to  prohibit  by  law  the  impor- 
tation, manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors, 
oxccptfor  medical,  scientific  and  mechanical  purposes. 

•  A  petition  from  citizens   of  Halifax  to  this  Uoasc 
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Ipraying  tliat  no  cLangc  may  be  made  in  the  lav/  lia= 
also  been  referred  to  the  Committee.  It  bears  eigbty- 
Fcven  signatures,  comprising  mercantile  lioascs  and 
others  of  the  highest  respectability,  whose  opinions,  as 
far  as  individual  intelligence  and  probity  extend,  are 
entitled  to  respectful  consideration.  The  authority  of 
these  opinions  is  lessened  by  the  consideration  oftheblus 
inseparable  from  personal  interest  which  many  of  the 
petitioners  have  in  the  subject;  and  the  natural  preju- 
dices unavoidably  engendered  by  long  familiarity  with  a 
tralTic,  assailed  on  moral  principles,  after  the  sanction 
of  ages  had  given  it  an  universal  prevalence. 

This  petition  is  chiefly  composed  of  strong  assertions 
of  the  impracticability  of  enforcing  a  prohibitory  law  ; 
these  considerations  are  involved  in  the  general  question, 
and  nothing  is  offered  to  elucidate  the  argument  beyond 
the  expression  of  opmion.  We  dissent  from  the  assertion 
that  the  withholding  of  license  has  tended  rather  to 
increase  than  diminish  the  evil  complained  of.  The 
contrary  we  believe  to  be  the  fact  ;  although  it  is  doubt- 
less true  that  in  some  villages  ajid  peculiar  localitiefl 
illegal  retail  trallie  has  prevailed — occasioned  in  a  great 
measure,  w-e  believe,  by  the  imperfection  of  the  law  or 
of  its  administration. 

The  questions  that  arise  on  these  several  pctitionc!, 
are — 

1.  The  occasion  for  so  strong  a  measure  as  legal  pro- 
hibillon. 

2.  The  legitimacy  of  such  a  measure, 
o.  Its  practicability. 

To  these  questions  thi;^  House  in  elTect  demanded 
our  reply  when  it  nil'erred  to  us  these  petitions  ;  and  in 
performance  of  the  duty  thus  imposed,  we  present  the 
following  opinions  imd  reasons  : 
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First. — We  assume  as  an  uncontrovertcd  fact,  that 
many  and  great  are  the  evils  that  result  to  this  Province, 
from  the  intemperate  use,  as  a  beverage,  of  intoxicating 
liquor,'?. 

We  stay  not  to  calculate  the  amount  of  money  and 
time prlman'-i  expended  in  this  indulgence  :  we  rather 
Avoold  nress  M^oa  your  notice  evils,  which  if  more  con- 
.ccquen.ial  in  tht;ii  nature,  are  infinitely  more  injurious 
in  theli'  effecrs. 

Evils  to  the  body  politic  by  the  perversion  of  men  cal- 
culated by  their  industry  and  talents  to  advance  the 
strength,  wealth,  and  general  prosperity  of  their  country 
—  into  incumbrances,  and  instruments  of  want  and 
mischief. 

Evils  in  the  social  relations  from  the  desolation  of 
homes,  but  for  this  cause  the  scenes  of  comfort — the  des- 
titution, poverty  and  degradation  of  those  whose  main- 
tenance and  education  would  otherwise  have  been  well 
eared  for, — the  anguish  and  shame  of  very  many  hearts, 
that  else  might  have  been  filled  with  joy  and  satisfaction. 

Evils  to  humanity  by  brutalizing  a  rational  being  and 
degrading  an  immortal  spirit. 

Secondly. — We  assume  that  the  use  of  intoxicating 
liquors  as  a  beverage  is  a  superfluous  indulgence,  neither 
required  for  the  healthful  existence  or  the  happiness  of 
man.  We  might  go  farther,  and  assert  that  the  use  of 
intoxicating  drinks  is  in  itself  injurious  to  the  human 
system  ;  but  we  desire  to  advance  on  undisputed  premi- 
ses, and  we  presume  not  one  will  hazard  the  assertion 
that  man's  physical  existence,  or  his  happiness  as  an  in- 
tellectual or  moral  being,  are  in  any  degree  dependent 
on  the  use  of  stimulating  liquor. 

Thirdhj, — We  believe  that  benevolence,   patriotism, 
»nd  religion  unite  to  demand   the  sacrifice   of  a  super- 
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liuous  iiRlulgence — if  by  that  eacriiice  a  just  prcspccL 
t>xist  of  checking  and  enidicating  evils  so  extensive  and 
momentous  as  those  of  intemperance. 

Fourthly. — We  presume  that  if  the  men  raised  to  high 
i^tatiois — the  men  on  whom  providence  has  conferred 
education,  retinement,  and  wealth — still  more,  if  the  men 
separated  to  teach  the  truths  and  obligations  of  religion  ; 
and  if  they  who  profess  those  truths  and  acknowledge 
those  obligations — were  universally  to  abandon  volunta- 
rily the  indulgence  ot  intoxicating  drinks — the  business 
of  the  importer  and  retailer  would  be  so  curtailed,  and 
the  influences  that  would  encircle  the  inebriates  would 
be  so  extended  and  potential,  that  comparatively  litth^ 
aid  would  be  required  from  legislative  enactments,  and 
what  was  required  would  be  accorded  without  hesitation 
and  would  be  effective. 

Fiflhhj. — Believing  that  societies  and  governments 
fhould  exist  for  the  general  good,  and  that  a  supreme 
authority  in  the  state  is  created  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
hibiting what  is  generally  injurious,  although  at  the  ex- 
pense of  individual  interest ;  and  believing  that  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  drinks  inflicts  evils  on  the  commonwealth  of 
an  extended  and  serious  nature,  without  returning  to 
society  compensating  benefits,  we  see  nothing  in  the 
right  to  sell  or  to  drink  intoxicating  liquors  that  should 
Ibrm  an  exception  to  the  general  rule. 

Lastly. — We  know  of  no  class  of  persons  entitled  U> 
complain  of  the  prohibition,  if  the  propositions  we  have 
affn-med  are  correct.  Not  they  who  upon  the  principles 
of  religion  and  the  obligations  of  benevolence  and  patriot- 
ism, are  rerpiired  voluntarily  to  abandon  alike  the  trallii* 
and  the  use — still  less  they  who  are  the  victims,  for 
whose  deliverancs  this  remedy  is  applied»-and,  least  of 

all  thev  who   make  a  cruel  profit  by  a  trullic  thflit  otTcJ'^J 

a2 


/ 


1 


to  meriftlic  materials  for  their  self-destruction,  which  too 
many  sre  ready  cnp:erly  to  accept. 

Wc,  your  Committee,  tlierefore,  unanimously  and 
unliesitatingly  report  to  your  Honourable  House  our 
opinion,  that  the  evils  of  intemperance  are  of  a  nature  to 
justify  for  their  repression  the  liighest  exercise  of  legis- 
lative power — that  it  falls  within  the  legitimate  and  just 
functions  and  authority  of  the  legislature  of  this  Pro- 
vince, to  prohibit  the  importation,  manufacture  and  sale, 
of  intoxicating  hvpiors  for  use  as  a  beverage — and  that 
it  consequently  becomes  iis  bounden  duty  to  do  so,  if 
legislative  enactments  can  be  made  efficacious  for  the 
object. 

The  most  difficult  question  here  arises : 

Can  legislative  enactments  for  the  prohibition  be  car- 
ried into  elfective  operation  ? 

A  wide  range  is  opened  by  this  inquiry.  The  moral 
influence  of  law  and  the  coercive  restraints  of  constituted 
authority  on  the  one  side,  and  the  opposing  power  of 
pecuniary  interest,  animal  appetite,  and  the  fashions  of 
society  on  the  other,  are  to  b<3  estimated  in  their  compar- 
ative strength  and  antagonism.  How  far  the  former 
would  be  weakened  and  the  latter  aided,  by  the  indispo 
sition  of  men  to  surrender  by  compulsion  for  a  general 
good,  rights  and  habits  long  enjoyed  and  sanctioned,  we 
admit  forms  no  unimportant  clement  in  the  argument ; 
nor  would  any  inquiry  be  brought  to  a  sound  and  prac- 
tical conclusion,  which  had  not  embraced  a  consideration 
of  the  insular  formation  which  gives  to  this  Province 
a  great  extent  of  coast,  increasing  the  expense,  and  the 
obstacles  in  contending  against  contraband  trade. 

Against  these  considerations,  the  following  reasons 
may  be  opposed  : 

Firsts — While  the  danger  and  the  mishiefs  of  smug- 
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slini?  are  ur<red  and  admitted,  it  must  not  be  foriiotten 
that  tlie  illicit  trafiic  is  now  carried  on  ;  and  that  a  totally 
prohibitory  law  would  be  less  liable  to  evasion  than  a 
system  only  partially  prohibitory.  The  evidence  would 
be  simple,  for  the  oliendiiig  ar  'cle  in  most  cases  would 
testify  to  its  own  conviction,  and  the  condemnation  bo 
easy  and  certain.  (Obstacles  that  now  obstruct  conviction 
would  disappear ;  reluctant  witnesses  would  no  longer 
require  to  be  discovered  and  forced  forward — nor  justice 
be  defeated  by  their  evasions,  or  by j'cfined  tech.i'  alitica 
on  trials. 

Second!//, — The  law  would  be  universal,  \m\  would 
emanate  f-ouA  the  highest  source,  and  that  a  iveprc'^enta" 
tive  Legislature.  Now,  neighbouring  counties  are  go- 
verned on  contradictory  principles,  enforced  by  author!" 
ties  of  feebler  influence,  and  over  which  the  masses  of 
the  people  have  little  control. 

Thlrdbj, — The  injurious  efiecld   on  the  popular  miud 
of  the  license  system  would  be  removed — a  legal  sanction 
to  sell,  granted  to  a  few  for  a  pecuniary  consideration, 
must  place  the  trade  in  a  false  aspect,  and  entrench  it   , 
against  assaults  aimed  at  its  moral  character  and  effects. 

So  strongly  is  this  sentiment  entertained  by  some  of 
the  committee,  as  to  induce  the  belief  that  the  experi ' 
ment  can  never  fairly  be  tested,  of  "  moral  suasion  " 
against  the  drinking  habits,  while  the  license  system 
continues  ;  and  that  if  moral  power  and  not  legal  coer- 
cion, must  be  the  instrument  of  conflict,  there  must  be 
a  free  field  on  which  the  seller  of  intoxicating  drinks 
shall  stand  alike  unprivileged  and  unrestricted,  as  thcw 
seller  of  flour,  of  opium,  or  of  arsenic, 

Fourthly, — There  seems  no  alternative  but  in  coer- 
cive action.  Looking  at  the  progress  of  the  cause  for 
twenty  years,  while  we  rejoice  tliat  large  portions  of  the 
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ycomaruy,  trader?',  and  mechanics  of  the  province  hava 
cast  from  them  the  polkitions  of  intem[)eranee,  it  is  yet 
obvious  that  influejjcc?^  exist  too  powerful  for  the  ele- 
ments of  reform  that  liave  yet  been  brouglit  to  bear.  Jn 
support  of  this  view,  we  may  adduce  the  state  of  society 
in  tlic  metropolis — the  extent  of  tiie  liquor  tratfic  in  all 
its  departments— the  numerous  and  influential  names  on 
the  petition  referred  to,  and  which  in  ellbct  declares  that 
the  present  liquor  law  is  incapable  of  improvement. 

^Yc  may  also  refer  to  the  statistics  of  the  revenue  tor 
further  illustration.  These  show  that  last  year  there  was 
an  increase  of  0,341  gallons  in  the  amount  of  Brandy, 
Gin,  Whiskey  and  Wine  entered  for  duty,  over  the 
preceding  year — and  of  8,8Uo  gallons  in  that  year  over 
the  one  preceding  it,  making  an  increase  of  12,2'34  gal- 
lons in  two  years. 

It  is  true  the  quantity  of  Hum  entered  was  r>,37.S 
gallons  less  last  year  than  the  year  before,  and  11,0 IG 
gallons  less  in  that  year  than  in  tlie  one  that  preceded  it 
— making  10,024  gallons  in  two  years.  The  decrease 
in  that  period  is,  therefore,  but  4,GtiO  gallons  in  the 
whole;  while  it  ai>pears  that  the  articles  used  by  the  richer 
classes  are  progressively  increasing  in  no  inconsiderable 
degree  ;  and  the  decrease  in  the  cpiantity  of  Rum  entered 
juay  furnish  but  an  erroneous  criterion,  if  there  be  truth 
in  the  assertions  confidently  made,  that  smuggling  in  this 
article — both  the  provincially  distilled  and  the  imported 
— is  carried  on  to  a  large  extent.  And  lastly,  in  the  city 
of  Halifax,  the  licenses  granted  hut  year  are  but  thirteen 
,  less  than  those  in  the  previous  year.  The  question  then 
'oems  narrowed  lo  this  point, — The  middle  and  lower 
classes  of  the  people,  to  a  largo  extent,  have  done  their 
duty  to  free  their  country  from  an  evil  that  retards  its 
moral,  social,  and  industrial   progress ;  their  strength 
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proves  unequal  to  the  full  accomi)lishmc!it  of  the  task. 
Shall  the  work,  therefore,  be  stayed ;  or  shall  the  lc2;is- 
lature  interpose,  and  make  at  least  the  experiment  of  its 
power  to  realize  a  coniiuiimation  so  devoutly  to  be 
desired  ? 

Your  committee  unanimously  believe  the  experiment 
Bhould  be  made. 

What  remains,  then,  to  consider,  is  a  question  of 
time. 

We  have  the  success  of  the  measure  we  commend 
k)o  deeply  at  heart,  to  court  defeat  by  precipitancy. 

The  measure  of  leii^al  prohibition,  to  be  successful, 
must  be  sustained  by  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  bulk 
of  the  people,  and  must  be  vigilantly  and  faithfully  car- 
ried into  execution.  It  has  not  yet  been  discussed  in  the. 
legislature.  It  has  not  been  adequately  considered  and 
apprehended  by  the  people.  It  must  be  woiglicd  in  all 
its  bearing  and  relations — the  cost  in  all  its  forms,  and 
they  are  many,  must  be  understood  and  counted — that 
when  the  effort  is  made,  it  maybe  made  with  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  its  nature  and  consequences,  and  with  a 
determination  which  rcTverscs  shall  not  damp,  or  tempo- 
rary successes  seduce. 

Another  motive  for  delay  of  great  weight  is,  that  tho 
experiment  is  being  tried  on  theatres  better  prepared  than 
ours.  The  State  of  Maine  has  made  a  mighty  and  noble 
effort ;  and  Massachusetts  and.  other  States  of  the  Union 
arc  discussing,  modifying,  and  adopting  tho  example, 
aofjording  tc  tlieir  various  circumstances  and  opinion^*. 
Nova  Scotia,  by  dola}'',  may  obtain  invaluable  lessons  of 
knowledge  and  experience,  without  the  cost  that  is  some- 
times paid  for  experience.  Sliould  the  priiiciple  of  pro- 
hibition be  generally  adopted  by  our  people,  petitions 
tiigncd  by  four-fold  the  numbers  now  before  the   Tlousr. 
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will  attest  the  fact.  Wo  wish  it  were  poss'ble  to  obtaiW 
the  opinion  of  not  many,  only,  but  of  every  intelligent 
inhabitant,  through  the  ballot  box. 

With  these  views,  we  do  not  recommend  the  introduc- 
tion, at  the  present  Session,  of  a  bill  based  on  the  Maine 
Law.  But  we  recommend  that  the  abstract  principle  be 
discussed  and  tested  in  the  House,  on  Resolution. 

Your  Committee  have  considered  the  petitions  refer- 
red to  them  praying  a  grant  of  money  to  engage  a  Lec- 
turer on  Temperance  to  visit  ditferent  parts  of  the  Pro- 
Tince.  We  consider  the  instruction  of  the  people  on  a 
point  so  essential  to  their  v,  ell  being  and  the  public  pros- 
perity, as  a  most  appropriate  subject  for  encouragement 
from  the  public  funds,  and  recommend  a  grant  of  £300 
for  the  object. 

So  long  as  the  liquor  trade  shall  be  continued,  and  tha 
license  system  be  persevered  in,  your  Committee  recom- 
mend those  changes  in  the  law  that  for  some  years  have 
been  fruitlessly  attempted.  We  especially  deprecate  as 
injurious,  the  granting  of  licenses  under  which  intoxi- 
cating liquor«  may  be  drank  in  the  shops  where  they 
are  sold — and  we  recommend  the  entire  separation  of 
the  retail  of  liquors  from  the  sale  ,of  groceries  and  other 
articles. 

We  think  it  just  and  reasonable  that  the  venders,  by 
relail,  of  intoxicating  liquors,  should  be  legally  answer- 
able for  mischievous  consequences  of  the  intoxication 
they  have  been  instrumental  in  creating. 

And  that  the  property  of  confu'ined  inebriates  should 
be  placed  under  trust  for  the  benefit  of  themselves,  their 
families  and  creditors. 

That  persons  should  bo  appointed  in  each  County  offi- 
cially auiliorized  to  prosecute  the  violatorri  of  the  laws 
relating  to  intoxicating  lifpiors. 

And  that  intoxicating  liciuors  forfeited  should  bo  desJ- 
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troyod,  and  a  compensation  of  three  pence  a  gallon  paid 
ithe  seizing  oflicers. 

Your  Committee  in  conclusion  ask  permission  to  call 
the  notice  of  your  Honourable  House  to  the  report  of  a 
Committee  of  thirty-seven  members  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Commons  in  1834,  comprising  leading  mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  among  whom  were  the  late  Lord 
Athrop,  Sir  llobert  Peel,  Mr.  liuckinghara,  (the  mover,) 
Mr.  Alexander  Baring,  Sir  Andrew  Agnew,Mr.  Plum- 
tree,  and  other  well  known  public  men,  to  consider  tho 
prevalent  evil  of  drunkenness  in  the  United  Kingdom  ; 
and  many  in  this  House  and  in  the  Province  will  pro- 
bably be  surprised  to  iind  as  your  Committee  were,  that 
most  of  the  objects  aimed  at  by  the  advocates  of  tem- 
perance in  tliis  Province,  either  in  their  principle  or 
details  including  the  education  of  the  people  on  this 
subject,  the  separation  of  the  sale  of  groceries  from  tliat 
of  liquors,  and  extending  even  to  the  radical  reform  of 
entire  prohibition,  had  met  I  he  approbation  of  a  Com- 
mittee on  which  were  such  distinguished  statesmen. 

Although  the  advocates  of  total  abstinence  in  Nova 
Scotia  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  support  and 
advancement  of  this  cause  have  been  content  with  their 
own  conviction  that  it  rested  on  the  certain  foundation  of 
religion,  reason  and  benevolence,  it  is  satisfactory  to  find 
that  objects  and  principles  which  in  Nova  Scotia  have 
been  by  some  deemed  visionary  and  fanatical,  had  by  so 
high  authority  been  considered  subjects  of  the  highest 
moment,  calling  for  present  and  prospective  legislation. 

The  following  arc  extracts  from  that  report : — 

"  That  the  rif/ht  to  exercise  legislative  interference  for 
the  correction  of  any  evil  which  alFects  tiic  public  weal 
eaunot  be  questioned  without  dissolving  society  into  itg 
primitive  elements  and  going  back  I'rom  the  combined 
and  co-operative  state  of  civilization  with  all  its  whole- 
some and  lawfully  imposed  restraints  to  the  isolated  and 
lawless  condition  of  savage  and  solitary  nature. 

"  Section  7. — Immediate  IIi:mi.dies,  Legislatitb 

AND    MOKAL. 

"  The  refusal  of  retail  spirit  licenses  to  all  but  thoic 
wLo  would  engage  to  confine  themselvei  cxclubively  t<* 
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dealing  in  that,  and  consequently  tlic  entire  separation 
of  the  retail  sale  of  spirits  from  groceries,  provisions, 
"vvine  or  beer,  excepting  only  in  the  fourth  class  of  houses 
U6  inns  or  hotels  ibr  travellers  and  inmates  or  lodgers. 

'*  The  encouragement  of  temperance  cocicties  in  every 
town  and  village  of  the  kingdom  ;  the  only  bond  of  asso- 
ciation being  a  voluntary  engagement  to  abstain  from 
the  use  of  ardent  spirits  as  a  customary  drink,  an^j^to 
discourage  by  precc[)t  and  example  all  habits  of  intem- 
perance in  themselves  and  others. 

"  A  national  system  of  e'.l"eation  which  should  ensure 
the  means  of  instruction  to  all  ranks  and  classes  of  the 
[)eople,  and  which  in  addition  to  the  various  branched 
of  requisite  and  ap[>ropriato  knowledge,  should  embrace 
as  an  essential  })art  of  the  instruction  given  by  it  to 
every  child  in  the  Kingdotn  accurate  inibrmation  as  to 
the  poisonous  and  invariably  deleterious  nature  of  ardent 
t'pirils  as  an  article  of  diet  in  any  form  or  shape. 

Si'cU'o}tS. — Ultim.vtk  on  I'uosrEcrivi:  Remedied. 

"  The  absolute  prohibition  of  the  importation  from 
any  foreign  country,  or  from  our  own  colonics,  of  distil- 
led sjdrils  in  any  shape. 

"  Tiie  C()ually  absolute  prohibition  of  all  distillation  of 
ardent  spirits  I'roni  (/rain,  the  most  important  part  of  the 
liKid  ot'  man  in  our  own  countrv. 

'' The  restriction  of  distillation  from  other  materials  to 
the  purposes  of  tiie  arts,  manufactures  andmedicme,  and 
tlie  continin.f'  the  wholesale  and  retail  dealing  in  .'ueh  arti- 
c'lcd  to  chemists,  druggists,  and  dispensaries  alone." 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
J.  W.  Johnston-,  Chairman.  James  CAMrnELi.. 

StEWAIIT  CAMriiEEL.  JoiIN  llOLMES. 

liioMA.s  Coffin.  Jes!?e  Shaw. 

Adam.-!  G.  Aucuiii.m.d.         Nicholas  Mosiier. 

[Joii;<r  CAMrnELi, — absent  —  but  'lavinjj  concurreJ 
tcturc  his  departure.] 
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^  Of  all  descriptions  executed  with  neatness  i 
despatch,  and  on  reasonable  terms,  at  Th£  Ati 
KJSX7M  Office,  Marchington's  Lane. 

Orders  from  the  City  and  Country  respeetfu 
solicited. 
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